FAQ’s 

What is the history of Silver Lakes? 

For a long time, what we now know as Silver Lakes was prairie land in Northwest Palatine. Beginning in 1990, the site was developed by Dartmoor and the first 21 homes were built. Construction ceased for about 3 years, then Rembrandt Homes, the custom division of Sundance Homes, began construction of the final 23 homes in 1996 under the name of De Lorraine and the subdivision was completed in 1998. 

Although the original plan called for two very small associations, after the first Boards were elected in 1996 it was quickly determined that dual associations were unwieldy and expensive. The associations were combined into one new association and the name was changed to Silver Lakes in 1997. Tom DeLeo served as President for 4 years, Nance Romans for two years, Joe Kosinski was elected in 2003 and has served until Don Cooper was elected in January 2007. 

The Board of Directors provides for architectural continuity, the maintenance and insurance of common areas and occasional special projects. Annual assessments are kept as low as possible, currently $200 per year. We frequently have a block party in late summer at the north cul-de-sac. 

Are fences allowed in Silver Lakes? 

No. Beginning with the original design of the community, the plan was to permit an open view and passage, especially along the lake properties. Fencing, though often convenient for child and pet care, would disrupt the expansive sightlines for everyone. Except for select border areas, fencing has been prohibited by the covenants and by-laws of the community since its inception. 

Tell me about the water? 

Palatine has been using Lake Michigan water since the late 1980s. This assures a plentiful supply of excellent water that needs no softening. Summer watering restrictions are minimal. Water, sewer and garbage are billed together on a bi-monthly basis. 

What about garbage pick-up? 

Garbage is picked up once per week, currently on Wednesdays. Trash, landscape waste and re-cycled items are all picked up on the same day. The village provides a large re-cycling container. Landscape bags can be purchased for a nominal cost at local retailers. There is no per-bag fee or sticker for additional landscape waste. 

What is the history of Palatine? 

Palatine’s roots reach back to the 1830s when settlers from New York and New England traveled west to stake their claim in the fertile green prairies they had heard so much about from soldiers who were returning from the 1832 Blackhawk War. Using Indian trails, they continued north and west of the settlement at Fort Dearborn named Chicago, from the Indian phrase for the area which meant "wild onion place." These early pioneers made their homes in the lush groves of trees that became known as Deer Grove, Plum Grove, Englishman’s Grove and Highland Grove. 
George Ela, who built his log cabin in Deer Grove in 1835, is credited with being the first European to live in the area. Two well-traveled Indian trails, Woodstock Trail and Lake Zurich Trail, survive in another form today…they are known as Algonquin Road and Rand Road! 
The Illinois and Wisconsin Railroad made its way to the Deer Grove Trading Post in 1853. Although the railroad failed, another - which ultimately became the Chicago and Northwestern - followed soon after. It is the only left-handed railroad in the country, probably due to the fact that its first engines came from England. 
A thriving settlement soon grew around the railroad station, guided by the vision of Joel Wood, who surveyed and laid out the Village of Palatine in 1855. The village was incorporated March 19, 1866 and chartered by the state in 1869. Street-lights were installed in 1871, after the Village purchased 12 lamps for $3 each and hired a lamplighter for 50 cents a night. 
Palatine residents take great pride in their long history and deep roots. The George Clayson House, built in 1873 at 224 E. Palatine Road, has been meticulously renovated and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The Clayson House Museum holds more than 1,000 treasures of the past from Palatine’s earliest days. Be sure to stop by for a visit to see, touch and understand the proud history that is Palatine’s heritage. 
No history of Palatine would be complete without some mention of the enormous population growth during the last two decades. From 1960 to 1970, the population grew from 11,500 to 25,900 but by 1973 reached 28,800. The most recent census of the Village from 2000 reports a population of 65,479. 
Today, Palatine operates under the Council-Manager form of government. Six Councilmen are elected on a district basis, while the Mayor and Village Clerk are elected at-large. A professional Village Manager is hired to oversee the day-to-day operations of the Village. Who lives in Palatine? Here’s a quick look: 

	2000 population
	65,479

	2000 median age
	34.3 years

	2000 number of households
	25,518
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